
Please contact me about scheduling an author visit to your school!   I am a former 
elementary school teacher and have experience working with a wide range of students 
and groups.   I have given presentations based on my book on various topics, from the 
basics of historical research and the writing process to the nuts and bolts of seeing an 
idea through to publication.  Examples of presentations are detailed below.  I will tailor or 
combine any of these presentations to meet the needs of your particular group and age 
level.  Presentations generally last from 45 minutes to an hour and are suitable for Grades 
4 through 12. 

For students in fourth through eighth grade 

I have two presentations dealing with the writing and publication process, and how 
writing is both an art and a business.   

Hands-on workshops for small groups are available for each presentation. 

Balancing Clarity and Creativity:  The first presentation examines how writers use the 
stages of the writing process to balance the creative impulse and the functional elements 
of storytelling.   Using examples from my personal drafts, manuscripts, notes, and 
research, students will come to a better understanding of the importance of revising and 
editing in storytelling.  Concrete examples will illustrate how manuscripts can be revised 
both at the sentence and structural levels.  Students will gain a better understanding of 
how the writing process is an artistic conversation between 
the writer and the reader. 

The Art and Business of Writing:  From Idea to Publication:  
The second presentation examines how each book starts 
with an idea and blossoms into a finished work.  The 
presentation examines each aspect of the publication 
process from submitting a manuscript to working with an 
editor, cover artist, production designer, and publicist.  
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Motive and Plot in Historical Narrative:  The second presentation examines the intertwining 
elements of plot and character.  The fictional element of historical fiction begins with one 
question:  what if?  This presentation investigates the origins of plot and character and how 
they are influenced by both a character’s personal motives and the inevitable unfolding of 
historical events.  Character motives and plot lines are analyzed from personal and 
historical perspectives.

High School History and English Classes  

For high school students, I have two presentations that focus on the two aspects of historical 
fiction.  Both use examples from my young adult historical novel From Blue Ground.  

Hands-on workshops for small groups are available for each presentation. 

The Lens of Historical Perspective:  The first presentation examines the historical 
underpinnings of the novel and surveys the rise of the Gilded Age in the United States in the 
1870’s.  Using historical characters from the novel, the presentation focuses on how history is 
not always “black and white” and sometimes the heroes and villains change over time 
depending on perspective.  Early industrialists and labor unions in Pennsylvania and the 
United States are investigated.

Continued from first page… 

Various cover and book designs are examined and discussed to illustrate how each 
person in the process is vital to the success of a book.  Special emphasis is placed on the 
author as an artist and how important it is to believe in yourself and take ownership of 
your art to ensure your ultimate vision is realized.

Please contact me for more information.  I am 
more than willing to work with you to meet your 

needs and budget! 
Sincerely,  

Joe Harvey

Rates for 2016-2017:  

Free presentation with  
minimum book order! 

Various pricing levels for 
multiple presentations are available!

Please visit my website for updated pricing:   

joeharvey.net/author-visits/
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